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promises of a Spanish viceroy, and Orange was resolved
that they should not be taken as deeds. At last, after
long preparations and with great precautions, he accepted
the urgent invitations he had been receiving to enter
Brussels. His progress was that of a State ceremony.
Guarded by a strong force of armed citizens, he passed
to Antwerp, and thence with a powerful escort by water
into Brussels, where he was received with royal honours
and prolonged festivities. The " rebel" chief, who for
ten years had carried on unequal war with the whole
might of Philip, was now welcomed with acclamations in
the capital of the Netherlands, which Philip's nominal
Viceroy had just abandoned in impotent despair.
Long conferences took place: should Don John's
terms be accepted or not 1 William, using all his energy
and eloquence, induced them to insist on further condi-
tions, which Don John could not accept, and all prospect
of avoiding fresh war came to an end. In his own day,
and ever since, the responsibility of this act has been
cast on the Prince, and undoubtedly the rupture was
wholly and solely his work. The justification for it
must turn on whether his conviction was sound, that no
promise of Philip's ever could be trusted. As a matter
of fact, Philip had already ordered his troops to return
to the Netherlands; and Don John at once felt that
again he was a victorious soldier, and no longer a help-
less politician. In the Apology we read:—
The letters signed by the King's hand, sealed -with his arms,
and countersigned, informed us that the only difference botwoon
Don John, Alva, and Kequesens was that he was younger iuh!
more foolish than they were, and was not so well skilled in conceal-
ing the poison within him, of glossing with his tongue, and

